
COMMUNITY CHOICE ENERGY 
Exploring	  Locally	  Controlled	  Clean	  Energy	  for	  Berkeley	  	  



WHAT IS 
COMMUNITY CHOICE 

ENERGY? 



A brief history of Community Choice 



Communities Taking Control of Energy Resources  
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Communities Taking Control of Energy Resources  



Many other communities are getting on board  

San Diego, San Luis Obispo,  
     San Mateo, Santa Clara,  
           Los Angeles, Santa Barbara,, 
                  Monterey, Santa Cruz                                               

    . . . and others 



How is Community Choice Energy Different? 

COMMUNITY CHOICE IS: 

•  A not-for-profit local agency 

•  Accountable to the community 

•   Democratically governed 

•   Responsive to local priorities 



Joint Powers Authority 

Alameda County 

Alameda County and 
Cities within the County  
join together to form a 
“Joint Powers Authority” 
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How Does Community Choice Work? 

billing customers 



The Power of Local 

•  LOCAL CHOICE 

•  LOCAL COMPETITION 

•  LOCAL VALUES 

•  CLEAN ENERGY   
GENERATION 

•  LOCAL WEALTH   
 RETENTION 

• GREEN JOBS 



Potential Environmental Benefits 

• CUT GREENHOUSE GASES 

• REDUCE POLLUTION 

•  ELIMINATE NUCLEAR  
 POWER 



Case Study: Energy Mix 



Potential Financial Benefits for Customers 

• RATE STABILITY 

• POTENTIAL SAVINGS 

• RIGHT TO OPT-OUT 



Case Study: Rate Comparison 

RESIDENTIAL RATE COMPARISON 



Case Study: Rate Comparison 

COMMERCIAL RATE COMPARISON 



Potential Risks 

•  CARBON CONTENT OF POWER MIX 

•  RATE STABILITY 

•  STARTUP COSTS 

•  GOVERNANCE 



Status of Community Choice 

• CONCEPT PAPER 
COMPLETED 

•  ALAMEDA COUNTY           
FEASIBILITY STUDY UNDERWAY 

• STAKEHOLDER ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE FORMED 

• EAST BAY CLEAN POWER      
ALLIANCE FORMED 



Our Community, Our Choice 
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